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Arnold Toynbee (1889 - 1975):

Challenge and Response theory

(”A study of History”, 1934-1961).

The bigger the Challenge –

the greater the Response.



5th October, 2020. Conference for the Work Collective and Students of 
Moscow State University



1) Fundamental education
In contrast to the recent tendency of many European 

Universities, which prefer to focus on specialized 

education, Moscow State University traditionally gave 

students a fundamental scientific base

2) Inter-disciplinary approach
Cooperation of different scientific approaches and 

disciplines can create new important solutions and

provide adequate response to the unexpected

historical circumstances.    



UNIVERSITY WITHOUT BORDERS

New MSU project – a web-base of online courses, 

which aims at implementing distant technologies 

in the educational process, developing 

methodological scientific base and 

popularizing science. 



• 48 online courses

• Over 500 000 listeners 

• Over 180 countries



Inter-University Cooperation

More than 5000 students from Russian Universities listened to these courses.



Course structure

Video lectures
Test

Distant seminars Final attestation



Certificates and diplomas of MSU
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National Platform of Open Education (founded in 2015)



From March 17, Moscow State University, reacting to the pandemic, 
opened free access to its online courses.

•



Big Blue Button



New creative scenarios and technologies for online education are created and 
implemented in the new online courses of MSU, to provide better results and 
productivity.



Course “Introduction to Wikipedia”, Google cloud data



7th Russia-Iran Rector’s Forum (7 July 2020)



Classic academic tradition + 

Modern up-to-date technologies = New effective education



Большое спасибо за внимание!

ご静聴ありがとうございます。


